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MERRY CHRISTMAS

JOHN 1:6-8,
19-28 Merry Christmas! How often do we hear It is all fun and exciting to
DEC. 21 y ) people mention the birth of a  look forward to. Keeping

Just the words evoke so many

baby boy born in a stable

family traditions, and creating

LUKE 1:26-38 feelings and emotions......p.ast when we are asked about new ones are special at
years spent celebrating Christmas? Are we too busy Christmas time. This year
DEC. 24 Chri.stmas with .fam.ily, getting caught up in the world let’s all try to stay more
catching up and spending time  3nd what Christmas means to  focused on celebrating the
LUKE2:1-20 with  friends, delicious society? Are we too stressed  birth of Jesus! It is a joyous
cookies, big dinners, presents, making sure we get just the season! Let’s get excited
DEC. 25 the hustle and bustle time of “perfect” gifts, the “perfect” about celebrating this tiny
the season! Whew!!! One (ree the “perfect” family babe who can give us the
LUKE 2:1-20 can get tired just thinking dinners made, the house “perfect” gift—salvation!
about it and all there is to do.  decorated “perfectly” It Don’t worry about the
2 =0 o) These are the usual images gyre js easy to do, with all the making the “perfect”
conjured up when we think  commercials for gift giving Christmas. It already is.

LUKE 2:22-40 ; ) ) .
about Christmas. All these ideas for the season. It Enjoy it, celebrate Jesus’

things are good and fun to
have, but let’s not miss the
real “reason for the season.”

seems like the weekends fill
up with parties, shopping, and
Christmas gatherings.

birth! Rejoice and be glad!
Merry Christmas!

KIDS PROGRAMS

sy Jane Wallis s Luther League
INSIDE THIS  codhdiiting the Family Advent  There s no Luther League meeting planned for December.
ISSUE: f°.'" Sunday SFh°°|- Rotations | yther League will go Christmas Caroling for the shut ins
Pactor > W!” resume in J?fnuary. Talk  on December 2Ist at 2 pm. On Friday, January 2,
Dorothy’s with Mlchelle‘ Steffa about how 2009, there is a lock in planned at 6 pm until 8 am on
: you can be involved or phone  j3nary 3rd. There will be a gift exchange. For more info,
Greeting the office at 630-553-5368. contact Laura at 815-695-5432.

Happenings at 3
Immanuel .

Confirmation
Confirmation class will meet on Sunday, December 14th at 11:45 am in
Heritage Hall. Students should read and become familiar with the first chapter
of each of the four Gospels. What is similar! What is different? What is

Celebrations 4
and Prayers

Reaching Out 5

S GussEs emphasized by each evangelist? Make some notes for yourself. Choose a verse
Looking 6 (or a few verses) from each chapter to underline as important to you (in addition to the
Ahead ones below). Read and underline Isaiah 9:6 and Luke 1:37 and John I:1-5. Know these
Church 7 verses: you will be expected to be able to complete fill-ins and puzzles using these
Calendar verses. Parents: in the past, families have taken turns providing lunch for the

class. There is a sign-up posted by the kitchen for you to choose when you'd like to bring
lunch. We all appreciate your thoughtfulness
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There was no room in for them
in the Inn.

The “whole world” had
gathered; the city was swelled
with people gathered to be
counted.  The streets were
buzzing with news from distant
towns, good news and bad
news, important and trivial;
talking, laughing, crying:  the
crowd was noisy. Every room in
every inn, every space in every
home or shelter was occupied:
there was no room to spare.

Living in Christ,
Loving God’s
people.
Teaching the
Word,
Reaching the world.

A young couple arrives in the
city, following the demand of
law, and committed to the
command of God. Filled with
faith, full of life, and great with
child, they settle themselves in
the animals’ stall. The din of the
crowd fades as the new mother
gently and peacefully swaddles
her infant son. Even where
there is no room, the Baby is
born; the Baby changes
everything.

Outside of town, on a hillside, a

group of shepherds seem
unmoved by the crowds. They

Pastor Dorothy
at Panera

Pastor

Greetings from Pastor

had probably followed the law
and registered, but remained
apart from the commotion and
returned to the serenity of the
starry night.

Suddenly they are surrounded
by a great light! They who had
missed the news and rumors
carried by the crowds, now
heard the Good News of Great
Joy carried by the host of angels.
“Unto you a Child is born!” and
the Baby changes everything.

We live in the time of “Great
news” — where each
announcement is presented as
the greatest; each day’s disaster
is beyond compare; every day’s
danger demands the greatest
sacrifice. What we call “news”
becomes merely a new noise in
the mind, briefly replacing the
noise that went before it and
yielding to the noise that comes
after it, so that eventually
everything blends into the din of
monotonous and meaningless
rumor. News? There is so
much news that there is no
room left for the true tidings,
the Good News, the Great Joy.

N
\

Dorothy

But Christ enters in. God
breaks into the crowd, into our
busy schedules, into our plans.

We push on, but Christ enters
in: the Baby changes everything.

Not just at Christmas time, but
daily we are called to live in the
world and also apart from it.
We are called to Vvalue
differently than the world does.
We are called by name to
embrace and be embraced by
the peace of God, the peace
that surpasses all our
understanding: the Baby
changes everything.

Fewer presents, fewer ribbons,
fewer ornaments or pies may
seem different, but it is the
Baby that changes everything.

This Christmas, may you hear
anew the Good News of Great
Joy. May you find the peace
and mission that God brings.
May your life be changed by the
Baby.

God’s Blessings,
Pastor Dorothy

Junior and Senior High

Forums for 2009

Budget

Ski Retreat

Dorothy will

be at Panera on

Wednesday,

December 3rd
from 8:30 am to 10
am. Warm up with a
cup of coffee!

Council will host two forums to discuss our
2009 Budget. Forums will be held on
Wednesday, January 7th at 7 pm and
Saturday, January 10th at 9 am. The
budget will be distributed with the January
newsletter and voted upon at the Annual
Meeting on Sunday, January |8th.

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH

@ LOMC Fundraiser
The Junior and Senior High students
are traveling to LOMC on Friday
evening, December 5th for a ski
retreat. They will return to church
on Sunday
afternoon.
Thanks  for
financial
support from| /
Council, Altar *r’
Guild, Sunday
school, and for
attending  the
Italian Feast.
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Happenings at Immanuel

December Ist at 6:30 pm

dinner on Tuesday,

has not been set yet for

M‘f_ﬁj ALTAR @ RUTH CIRCLE
MIALS JGuILD i
‘;l}’__;\ Servant Hearts Ruth Circle
’) > = = Altar Guild will Circle $708I3 “-‘-n‘
= meet on Servant Hearts Circle will be Ruth Circl ) d
. . ut Ircle metin ate
Monday, going out for a Christmas g T (s (@il

for the Christmas Party. The December 9th. Details ~December. Watch future 'meeting  is
Committee for December is will follow in upcoming Dbulletins —for details. T uesday,
Connie Worley and JoAnne bulletins of if you have any Contact Brenda Corrigan  December 16th @
Behrends. There is a great questions, contact Brenda at  630-553-1525  for 6:30 pm.

selection of Christmas items.
This display from Altar Guild
always comes in handy when
you need a card, or small gift
at the last minute. JoAnne
Riemenschneider will take
care of your greeting card
selection purchases. If you

Corrigan at 630-553-1525.

Swedish Christmas & St. Lucia

Festival

information.

The concert will be held on Saturday, December

%), CHOIR NEWS 7%

Are you interested in

are interested in Altar Guild, . singing some holida
conace ane Walls 30 630552 (¥ B % W0 Fox Velor Prebrertt songat The chor
-8822. ’ would love to have
more people
OUR GREETERS participating.  We
AND USHEH-S AND COUNTERS & READERS practice in the
sanctuary after the 9
GREETER USHERS READERS am worship service.
Dec. 7—Craig & Jenni Davg Dockstader (H), Dec. 7—Denise Give it a try!
Borneman Kathi Dockstad'er, Dale Stevenson
Dec. 14—Dick & Diane l\!els?n, Kyle Lippold, & Dec.14—Glenn
Nenne Bill Lippold Borneman
Dec. 21—David
Dec. ZIgonE::rE:I?eiiauer COUNTERS Dockstader
Dec. 28—Are you Are you available to Dec. 28—]Jenny Mulvey
available? help? Call Craig
Borneman at 630-553-
ACOLYTE >412

Kyle Lippold (9 am) and

Megan Devick (10:30 am) Senior High School

The senior highers just sent a bunch of shoe boxes full of gifts to the Operation Christmas Child program. With the
help of the junior highers, they sent |2 boxes to share with kids around the world. The seniors are working out of their
books, learning about the beatitudes and Jesus' ministry.

Senior High students are stepping into leadership roles as they plan and produce the Sunday School Children’s
Christmas program for Christmas Eve at 6:30 pm. They ask the congregation for their support, prayers, and help. They
will be working with the Sunday School children in the coming weeks to prepare for the play on Christmas Eve.

The 30 hour famine is coming in February. A planning meeting will be held soon to begin preparations for it. Volunteers
are needed for many different things. Please pray about how you can help. Contact Bill and Paula Stoehr at 630-554-
0065if you are interested in helping with the 30 hr. Famine or the Christmas play
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!
: COOKBOOKS
!

What a great gift to
give—An  Immanuel
| Cookbook!  The
| cookbooks make gift
| gifts for a hostess,
teacher, family or
friend. = Cookbooks
are available! If you
| are interested in
purchasing one,
contact Maryjo Mott
at 815-254-9117.

BIRTHDAYS
IN (MR
CONGREGATION
DECEMBER

12/1—Kay Collman
|2/4—Mark Bretthauer

Jean Riemenschneider

|2/6—Beverly Gauer
12/7—]akob Johnson
[2/9—Ardys Hughes
12/10— April Reichert
12/ 1—Joan Straughn

12/2—Louis & Nilslee

Kreppert

Rose Sutherland

Kyle Zaricor
2/14—)oshua Halbesma

Timothy Halbesma
12/16—Steve Halbesma

12/18—Art Riemenschneider*

12/19—Jay Bell

Celebrations!

12/12—Lindsey Bergthold

[2/25—]esus
12/26—]Jacqueline Cotton
J. Stanford
|2/27—Janet Bretthauer

Maryjo Mott
12/28—Brian Delegan
12/29—Lyle Hosler
[2/30—Devin Ambrose

Darryl Riemenschneider

12/23—Dorothy Browning*

* over 80 years old

12/24—LaVerne Poppen

Anniversaries

12/22—Bill and Carole

Butts™*

12/28—Virgil & Shirley
Lippold**

(
|
|
I
|
I
I
|
I
|
|

Pray for Irene Thanepohn for
strength, comfort and pain relief.

Pray for Jacob Kellen and his family as
they try to discern Jacob’s health
issues. Pray for continued faith and
strength.

Pray for all people who suffer from
the holiday blues and depression.
Help them with the loneliness that
they feel.

12/19—Craig & Jenny

Borneman

12/22—Bob and Sharon

Robinson

**Celebrating 50 years

or more

A__In Our
o P’rayers
Pray for all your loved ones.

Pray for all those who so bravely
serve our country., and especially
during the holiday season, let them
feel God’s love.

Pray for our sister congregation as
they celebrate the birth of Jesus after
a very trying year of floods and
despair. Let the light shine brightly in
their hearts.

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH

Pray for all those things that we may
not be able to give words to but lay
heavy on our hearts.

Pray for all the recipients of the shoe
boxes that are given out during
Operation Christmas Child.

Pray for safe travel as families gather
together for the Christmas holidays.

_— s - e o e e e e . e
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Give the Gift of Yourself

There are so many different
BUSY HANDS gifts to buy. And so many
choices to chose from. It is
almost mind boggling how
hectic the month of December
can get. The reason for the
season, the real meaning of
Christmas can easily get lost in
all the preparation of Christmas.
Should | get this or that for
cousin Johnny, what would the
grandparents want....and so on

‘ " r\'\ and so on. There is a very
If you wait for the perfect conditions, you will Ao §|mple way to give gll.fts, ;0 not
never get anything done. Ecclesiastes | [:4 ﬁ« Just ones on your list, but o

l) those who you can touch with
just the simple gift of your time.
This Christmas try one of these:

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE Bake cookies to give to

someone who can’t bake

Help warm the hands and hearts of local children anymore.

** Shovel a driveway when it

snows

Offer to babysit for parents

while they shop

Go with the Luther League

for caroling on December

2|st

Help the Senior Highers

with the Children’s program

Offer to wrap presents

Offer a ride to Advent

worship, Christmas Eve, or

Christmas Day worship

Green Christmas Cards services.

*" Visit those who are home
bound

These are simple gifts that are

priceless. Not only will you

bring great joy, but you will also

see “It is more blessed to give

than to receive.”

Reaching out to others...

Busy Hands will be meeting only once in December. We will meet on
Wednesday, December 10th at 9 am. Bring a dish to pass and we
will share a holiday meal together.

Busy Hands Christmas List
Backings for the quilts (3-5 yards) or bed sheets to use for back
Batting or flannel sheets for layering and warmth
Yarn for tying quilts
Lots more “busy hands” to help crochet, knit,
quilt or help with cutting, ironing, tying or just

for fellowship.

Have you noticed the bare Christmas tree set up in the
church hallway? Please help decorate our tree with your
donations of mittens, hats and other warm items for local
children without these necessities. The mitten and hat tree
will be on display and waiting for warm decorations from
November 23" until Christmas. Involve your children - what
a great way to remind our kids how blessed they are! The
items collected will be given to the Kendall County Pantry
for distribution. We'll also collect cash donations and non-
perishables for the Food Pantry in the sleigh.

You’d like to give a card to everybody who
worships at Immanuel, but

so many pricey cards

so much paper

SO many trees

so much writing

so many whose names you’re not

entirely sure you’d spell correctly!
so many chances you’d accidently miss

o —, i—

ETINGS

GRe

someone .2
SO: write one card to the entire congregation! We'll display the I m Sister Church
cards in the hallway so that everyone can see and read all the cards. If you afe interested in helping our Sister Church,
Cards will be displayed until Epiphany. St. John Lutheran Church of Clarksville, lowa
) . with a donation, blue envelopes are on the table
Of course, there may be a special card you’d still want to send to going into the sanctuary and on the back tables.

someone who usually worships with us. SO: Luther League will seta  Thanks for your help!
decorated box in which you may place them. The teens will sort and
deliver them on Sundays during Advent.
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www.Goodsearch.
com

To date $7.75 is being
donated to the church.

This is a very easy
fundraiser and a
great tool for
searching the
internet. Immanuel
will receives “free
money”. It is very
simple. Go to

and select “Immanuel
Lutheran Yorkyville” before
searching, Immanuel will
receive the credit. The
search is free to you, the
user, and is powered by
Yahoo to provide
thorough results. For
easier use, you can set
Goodsearch into your
toolbar. The instructions
on their websites are
complete and easy to
follow — and soon we'll
add a link from our
website, too!

===== /]
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Holiday Under
the Stars

Yorkville’s second
annual Holiday Under
the Stars will be
December 5th from 5

-9 pm in Town Square Park on Rt. 47
Worship Schedule & l."lgi.n. There will be fam_ily-frienfily

activities from all weather ice skating

Invite your family, friends, and neighbors to | ¢to holiday lighting, trolley rides or a
celebrate the birth of JeSUS at one of the visit with Santa. Bundle up and enjoy

worship  services  with Immanuel this | an evening of fun.
Christmas season.
December 24th

LOOKING AHEAD

Advent Services

On December 3rd, 10th, and 17th, Advent
services will be in Heritage Hall. Come at
6:30 pm for pie and devotions will be at 7 pm.

E Forget-Me-Not
L

4 Flowers & Gifts

Forget-Me-Not Flowers and Gifts is
doing Tribute Arrangements. They will
be servicing the cemetery for the loved
ones that have passed with seasonal
arrangements. Choose a wreath, easel,
SATURDAY Night F.E.V.E.R. silk hanging baskets, grave blankets,
fresh greens, or do a special order.
They will deliver to the cemetery and

December 25th
9 am Christmas Service

Joan Straughn and Paula Stoehr are starting a

new bible study called "Saturday Night o
F.E.V.ER.” (fri);nds enjoying yvariogus give the church 0% per order. ~Call

; . . 630-553-2444 if you are interested.
evangelical resources) . Joan is hosting our
first meeting on Saturday, January 10th at 7pm -2 — — — =— = =— = = -

' . \
at her.home. It.s a couplesi bible .f;tudy and at Luther
that first meeting we will decide on the
curriculum and where we want to meet in the League
future. We'll meet one Saturday a .
Lock-in

month. Pastor Dorothy is sharing some of

her books with us and from there we can ! Luther League will be having a Lock-

choose which direction to take. Coffee and | in at church beginning Friday,

dessert will be served. Please rsvp to Joan | January 2nd at 6 pm through

(630-554-6968) or Paula (630-554-0065) by I Saturday, January 3rd at 8 am.

the end of the year. Don’t forget the gift exchange. For
| more info, contact Laura 815-695-
| 5432.

e - - - - - e e . -

I Candlelight and Carols I

I It’s not too late to sign up to go as a group to Candlelight and Carols, a fantastic way to |
| start the Advent season. The Christmas concert is Saturday and Sunday, December 6th |
and 7th. Enjoy the concert and dinner on Saturday, December 6th. We will meet at |
New Life Church in Yorkville at 4:15 pm for the 4:30 pm concert. Afterwards, we will

I go to the Fireside Grill in Sugar Grove with reservations at 6:30 pm. There is a sign up

| sheet on the bulletin board and in Heritage Hall, or call the office at 630-553-5368 by I
| Tuesday, December 2nd. Other concert times are Saturday, December 6th at 6:30 pm and |
| Sunday, December 7th at 6:30 pm. I

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
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IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
10104 Immanuel Road
Yorkville, IL 60560

Phone: 630-553-5368
Fax: 640-553-8839

www.lmmanuelYorkville.org

—~—”
We’re on the Web!
www.ImmanuelYorkville.org

WGP -

Upcoming Events

Advent Devotions Christmas Day

Schedule
9 am
6:30 pm pie
7 pm Devotions Christmas Eve
December 3, 10, & 17 6:30 pm

Children’s Program

10 pm
Candlelight Service



