
2012 Marks the 25th Anniversary of the ELCA  

and the Northern Illinois Synod 
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God with us, touching lives through Christ!  

On June 19-20, 1987, 507 

delegates from the 159 

congregations located in the 

22 counties of Northern 

I l l i no i s  ga the red a t 

Augustana College in Rock 

Island to vote to constitute 

the Northern Illinois Synod 

of the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America. To 

commemorate and celebrate 

this important historical 

event, our staff and Synod 

Council is working on 

s e v e r a l  k i n d s  o f 

remembrances. 

 

At our Synod Assembly, 

June 15-16, 2012, the Rev. 

Dr. Lowell Almen, the first 

secretary of the ELCA, will 

be our special keynote 

speaker.  The first Presiding 

Bishop of the ELCA, Dr. 

Herb Chilstrom, will be our 

preacher at the closing 

worship service on Saturday 

afternoon. 

 

We are working on putting 

together an outline of the 

history of the Synod which 

will include such things as 

ordinations, receptions of 

mission congregations, 

deaths of rostered leaders, 

mission emphases, and 

more. We also hope to put 

together a scrapbook of our 

Synod history in pictures as 

well as a DVD. God’s work. 

Our hands. 

 

We are asking congregations 

and individuals to submit 

pictures, articles, and stories 

of historical value to the 

Synod office. Please know 

that we will not be able to 

return these items, so 

consider sending copies 

rather than the originals. 

Pictures of church buildings, 

outside and inside, are 

especially appreciated. If we 

are not able to include all 

items in the various 

presentations, they will be 

preserved in the archives of 

the Synod and ELCA. 

 

As I personally reflect on 

this anniversary celebration, 

it is striking to me that I 

joined the Synod staff over 

20 years ago as Synod 

Mission Director and 

Stewardship Specialist, and 

then since 1998 I have 

served the Northern Illinois 

Synod as bishop.  Even more 

significant is the fact that 

Sandy Musch has been on 

Synod Staff since 1987 as 

Secretary to the Bishop, 

Off ice Manager, and 

currently as Assistant to the 

Bishop. 

 

We celebrate and give 

thanks for God’s 

graciousness these last 25 

years as a synod and we 

p r a y  t h a t  t h i s 

commemoration may serve 

as a springboard for our 

shared ministry in the 

future. God’s work. Our 

hands. 

 

In Christ, 

 

Gary Wollersheim, Bishop 

Luther League 

On February 10th, the Luther Leaguers will be having a movie night at the church from 6 p.m. to 

9 p.m.  Each Leaguer will be able to invite one friend.  The cost of the movie and food will be 

cans of food which will be donated to the Helmar Lutheran Food Pantry.  If you have any 

questions about this event, call Jennifer Karales at 630-553-9251.  The adult chaperones will be 

Brenda Karales and Arissa Wallis.  We are in need of one additional parent to chaperone. 

 

Devin and Ryne are also looking into a bowling party and once the plans are in place, an 

announcement will be made.  The next meeting will be March 11th.  More info to come.  
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Living in Christ, 

Loving God’s 

people. 

Teaching the 

Word, 

Reaching the 

world.   

 

studies of the Missioning and 

Strategic Planning process a 

year ago. The Good News of  

Jesus Christ and the mission 

of the church have not 

changed through the 

millenniums.  The good news 

that God so loved the world 

that he gave his only Son to 

die for us (John 3:16), 

continues to be the core of 

our faith, but the ways we 

share it with the world and 

live it out through words and 

deeds have changed through 

time.  Just look around us 

and appreciate the varied and 

creative ways our Christian 

s isters and brothers 

throughout the world 

proclaim the Good News of 

Jesus Christ, do justice, and 

walk humbly with God 

(Micah 6:8)! 

 
With that in mind, I am very 

excited about the mission 

and the future of Immanuel. 

As I reflect on the 

a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  o f 

Immanuel over the past few 

years, I am both amazed and 

h u m b l e d  b y  t h e 

resourcefulness, dedication, 

and creativity exhibited by all 

of you, “Immanuelites.” In 

2011 alone, you came 

together to embrace projects 

that are unprecedented – 

u s i n g  m u l t i m e d i a 

presentation at worship and  

 

Immanuel - God With Us! 

L a a ! b ¦ 9 [  [ ¦ ¢ I 9 w ! b  / I¦ w / I 

 

celebration, completing the 

missioning and strategic 

planning process, and 

excelling in the Miracle 

Sunday campaign, just to 

name a few. Like Kodak 

moments, the Good News 

of Jesus Christ will never 

grow old.  But how we use 

available resources, as well 

as new and creative ideas to 

touch lives through Christ, is 

a joyful challenge for all 

C h r i s t i a n s  t h r o u g h 

generations.  Immanuel, you 

have proved that you have 

the gifts and strengths to 

take on this challenge! 

  

For 2012, I propose that we  

focus on two directions – 

Outreach and Stewardship. 

Let us prayerfully use tried 

and true methods, as well as 

creative ideas to touch lives 

t h rough Chr i s t  and 

strengthen our financial 

base.  I believe that we will 

be surprised again and again 

by the Holy Spirit, as we 

have been in the past. 

 
May God’s Blessings and 

Peace be with you all! 

 
In Christ, 

 

Pastor Joe 

 

 

 

 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in 

Christ, 

 
Happy New Year in the 

Name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ! 

 

I just heard on the news that 

Kodak had filed bankruptcy 

on January 19th. It is 

something I could never have 

imagined in my younger days. 

For more than a century, 

Kodak was synonymous with 

films, pictures and movies. 

Even today, the term “Kodak 

moments” still conjures up a 

sense of awe and warmth as it 

reminds us of the special 

“snapshot” moments in lives 

that are extraordinary and 

magical.  As we all know, films 

have become obsolete not 

because the world has 

abandoned “Kodak 

moments,” but because digital 

devices and products have 

replaced films as the media of 

choice for the world to 

capture images.  New 

technologies have made the 

creation of “Kodak moments” 

even more enjoyable.   

 
This scenario reminds me of a 

very important lesson we 

learned during the Bible  



Happenings at Immanuel 
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                      Altar Guild 
The next Altar Guild meeting is February 6th, 

at 6:30 p.m. If anyone is interested in joining, 

come to the meeting or call Sandy Stone at 630

-267-0843 for more information.  

 

The Altar committee for February is Jane 

Wallis and Lesli Ambrose.  

 

 

                                        GREETERS 

                      9 a.m.                                                 10:30 a.m. 

Dwayne & Kay Collman  Feb. 5  Bill Lippold 

Carol Foster   Feb. 12  Kelvin & Pat Johnson 

Duane & Gena Gerdin  Feb. 19  Roger & Joyce Olson 

Stan & Janet Bretthauer  Feb. 26  Cary & Denise Stevenson 

 

                                          READERS 

                      9 a.m.                                                  10:30 a.m. 

Randy Boldt   Feb. 5  Bev Borneman 

Sandy Stone   Feb. 12  Pat Johnson 

Sharon Robinson  Feb. 19  Cary Stevenson 

Gena Gerdin   Feb. 26  Denise Stevenson 

 

 

USHERS 

9 a.m. 
Dick & Dianne Nenne 

 

10:30 a.m. 

Kent Bateman & Bruce Sampson 

 
COUNTERS 

Bev Borneman, Roger Olson & 

Joyce Olson 

 

ACOLYTES 

 9 a.m. 
Travis Bateman 

 

10:30 a.m. 

Tommy Schoot 

Confirmation 

Confirmation class will meet on 

Wednesday, February 1st at 

5 p.m. and Wednesday, 

February 15th at 5 p.m..  The 

class will be studying  different 

world religions and different 

Christian denominations..   

Servant Hearts Circle 

Servant Hearts Circle will be using the 

Bible study series of Gilligan’s Island and 

the Seven Deadly Sins.  On Thursday, 

February 23rd at 6:30 p.m., they will 

be studying Seven Castaways, Seven 

Deadly Sins.   Kathi Docstader will be 

serving.  For more information, contact 

Brenda Corrigan at 630-553-1525.   

 

                              

        Ruth Circle 
Ruth Circle will meet 

o n  T u e s d a y , 

February 14th at 

1:30 p.m.  For more 

information, contact 

Betty Hardecopf at 630

-553-5336.   

 

 

  Sunday School 

Our Sunday School is continuing to grow and the basement gets pretty crowded, 

but that is good.  The Preschool through 6th grades are ending a 4 week session 

on Abraham and Sarah.  In February, those grades will be learning about Baby 

Moses.  The 7th and 8th graders are continuing with the confirmation studies and 

the High School class studied in depth about Rahab and the Battle of Jericho. 

 

Jane Wallis is retiring from being the treasurer of Sunday School and we want to 

thank Jane for all her dedicated years as the treasurer of Sunday School.  The 

trustees have replaced Jane with Laura Devick who took over the books in 

January. 

 

   

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9G_bDvBm_BJavEAEIeJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpdDZuNzZrBHBvcwM5BHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1i54s9dba/EXP=1240591681/**http%3A/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view%3Fback=http%253A%252F%252Fimages.search.yahoo.com%252Fsearch%252Fimages%253F_a


                  Celebrations! 

    Anniversaries 
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The chili cook off 

is coming up in 

February,  Why 

not try a recipe 

f r o m  t h e 

cookbook?  If you 

are interested in 

buying one,  please 

contact Maryjo 

Mott at 815-254-

9117. 

share nothing in c 

 
 

 

February 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2/2 – Brenda Corrigan 

 

2/5 – Dale Nelson 

 

2/6 – Matt Cox 

         Kailee Sampson 

 

2/7 – Diane Nenne 

        Parker Dove 

 

2/12 – Colin Cox 

         Kelli Dockstader 

 

 

2/14 – Sharon Robinson 

 

2/16 – Ed Guettler 

           Joseph Hughes 

 

2/18 – Robert Hajost 

 

2/20 – Craig Borneman 

           Jessica Dean 

 

2/23 – Kyle Corrigan 

 

2/24 – Tommy Schoot 

 2/2 – Dale & Sue Nelson 
 

 2/14 – Tom & Jeanene Coziahr** 
 

 2/16—Bob and May Heiden 
 

  2/ 24 – Frank & Rita Campbell 

             **Celebrating 50 years or more 

 

 

Pray for Marie Thomas  at Hillside.   

 

Pray for Carolyn Leifheit and Millie 

Tripp at Bickford Cottage.   

 

Pray for Frances and Ronnie 

Bretthauer at Jennings Terrace.   

 

Pray for Arlene Reinboldt at Hillside.  

 

 

 

 

Pray for Frances Bretthauer; Dorothy 

Browning; family of Karen Carlson; 

Allan Duvick - May Heiden’s brother; 

Don Hamilton; Scott Heiden; Brenda 

and Nicholas Karales’ niece, Nicole; 

Katie Krasinski; Louis Kreppert; 

Carolyn Leifheit; Fred Lorscheider; 

Tom Merkel; Lynn Molitor; Arlene 

Reinboldt; Terry Seyller; Hank Sing; 

Rolf Snobeck; Lyle Stevenson; Harriet 

Theiner; Millie Tripp; and Pat Tyner.    

 

Pray for the safety of all those who 

serve their country.   

 

Pray for the Call Committee as they 

continue the call process. 

 

Pray for all those things that we may 

not be able to give words to but lay 

heavy on our hearts.   

 

 

 

 

Kendall County Food Pantry 

Food products will be collected for the Kendall County Food Pantry 

on Sunday, February 26th.  For more information, contact Brenda 

Corrigan at 630-553-1525.  Thanks for helping with this WELCA 

ministry. 

L a a ! b ¦ 9 [  [ ¦ ¢ I 9 w ! b  / I¦ w / I 

http://www.easter.org/xoops/modules/formulize/index.php?fid=5
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Reaching out to others... 

Busy Hands 

Busy Hands will meet on Wednesday, February 8th and 22nd at 

9 a.m. Come and join the ladies for a morning of fellowship and 

fun!  We are working on prayer shawls and quilts.  All levels of ability are 

welcome.  Whether you are experienced with a crochet hook or a great 

seamstress.  If you aren’t sure what to do, we can teach you!  If you can cut, 

iron, help pin or layout a quilt, we have a job for you!  Come and join us! 

The  Council 

meet ing  is 

M o n d a y , 

February 13th 

@ 7 p.m.   

     Donate from 

your smart phone! 

Immanuel Lutheran Church now offers a 

mobile  version of our online giving page to 

make it easy for you to give anytime from your 

smart phone. Simply scan the image you see 

here using your phone’s Quick Response (QR) 

code reader! 

Adult Sunday School 

Adult Sunday School class will be taking a “Spring Break” from 

January 29th through April 15th.  We will keep you posted on 

when the class resumes!   

Get Ready for the 2012 CRE! 

The Congregational Resourcing Event (CRE)  is an excellent 

annual learning opportunity for the Northern Illinois Synod 

held at Kishwaukee College in Malta, IL, every March. Around 

600 congregational leaders and members of NIS 

congregations gather for worship with a message from Bishop 

Wollersheim, a keynote address, lunch, and a chance to 

choose from dozens of workshops on various topics. This 

year’s keynote speaker will be Pastor Jeff Marian, lead Pastor 

at Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in Burnsville, MN. Pr. 

Marian’s topic will be “Seeds Grow Fruit - From God’s Story 

to Our Story.” Pr. Marian will also lead two workshops. 

 

The event brings other special honored guests to Northern 

Illinois. ELCA Secretary, David Swartling, will join Bishop 

Wollersheim in leading a workshop for congregation council 

officers and then will lead a workshop on his own for all 

other council members entitled “Ten Things Every 

Congregational Council Member Should Know.” 

 

Register by March 1. Download a brochure, register online, 

and find out more at www.nisynod.org/cre. 

Don’t  

forget to visit  

Immanuel on Facebook!!  

Check us out! 

Immanuel Lutheran Church 

Year-To-Date Report 

January 1-26, 2012 

 

Total 

Income  

   Operating Fund Income $10,566.00  

   Parsonage Income 1,100.00  

Total Income $11,666.00  

Expenses 
 

   Benevolence Resolutions 180.00  

   Church Administration 1,596.30  

   Parsonage Expenses 25.00  

   Pastoral Services 3,404.40  

   Property Insurances & Taxes 440.34  

   Repairs & Maintenance 329.00  

   Utilities 520.86  

   Worship & Fellowship 625.00  

Total Expenses $7,120.90  

Net Operating Income $4,545.10  

  

http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images/view?back=http%3A%2F%2Fimages.search.yahoo.com%2Fsearch%2Fimages%3F_adv_prop%3Dimage%26fr%3Dush1-mail%26va%3Daltar%2Bclip%2Bart%26sz%3Dall&w=100&h=102&imgurl=previews.nvtech.com%2F01%2Ftf05042%2FNVTech_reli


 

Caption 

describing 

picture or 

graphic. 
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                  Pancake Breakfast 

March 18th, the Sunday School will be having their annual 

 pancake breakfast from 8:30 to 11:30 a.m.  Save the date,  

more information to come! 

 

 

        LOOKING AHEAD 
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PADS 

Immanuel is responsible for helping at 

Trinity Methodist on Thursday, February 

9th.  No experience necessary!  Sign up if 

you are available to help with this 

important ministry! 

    

Book Nook 

                                òAll my life Iõve loved books.  But the Bible was the only       

                                        book that loved me back.ó     Edward Ginnan  

Have you checked out the Book Nook lately?  There is a great 

select ion of books!  The book shelves are overflowing with books.  I f  

y o u  h a v e  a n y  questions, please call Janet Bretthauer at 630- 5 5 3

- 5 9 4 1 o r  K a y  Co l lman at  630-553-7675.  

Everyone is invited to Immanuel’s first Chili Cook-off on 

Saturday, February 18th at 4 p.m.  After a good natured 

judging of the chili, we will enjoy the different kinds of chili 

and then have a game night.  (Please bring a game!)  To 

enter your favorite chili in the cook-off please put your 

name on the sign up sheet on the bulletin board.  Hot dogs, 

breads, crackers, desserts, and drinks will be provided by 

WELCA. 

Sunday School Teachers 

Sunday School will be in need of additional teachers for 

next year.  Due to the large turnout of students, we will 

probably be splitting up some of the classes.  If you are 

interested in teaching next year, please see Arlene 

Anderson, Brenda Corrigan or Brenda Karales.   

Calling All Bowlers 
We are interested in possibly starting an Immanuel bowling 

league in the fall. No details on where or when yet. We want 

to see if there is any interest first. If your interested contact 

Ryne Lippold or Brenda Corrigan by phone or email.  

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9G_bDrWnPBJx3EBd7OJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBqN29sN2NkBHBvcwM0MwRzZWMDc3IEdnRpZAM-/SIG=1lalicppp/EXP=1240591958/**http%3A/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view%3Fback=http%253A%252F%252Fimages.search.yahoo.com%252Fsearch%252Fimages%253Fp%
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Ash Wednesday 
Wednesday, February 22 

7 p.m. 
 

Soup Supper and Lenten Devotions 
February 29, March 7, 14, 21, & 28 

6 p.m.  
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10104 Immanuel Road 

Yorkville, IL  60560 

Phone:  630-553-5368 

Fax:  630-553-8839 

Emergency:  1-847-648-3899 

www.immanuelyorkville.org 

 

Upcoming Events  

We’re on the Web! 

www.ImmanuelYorkville.org 


